“Faithful to who?” 
Your Set Up

You’ve been blessed. Somehow, you’ve managed to negotiate your way into acting coach AND General Manger of this particular organization. This means you get to build a team based upon your vision of what good basketball should be. There’ll be no hot head super stars signed by some other GM who can’t play team ball and only paid to generate revenue. To top it off, you get to nourish and train up the players on a regular basis. Glory. This is total control. Little basketball Pokemon at your disposal ready to be leveled up.

Your Prodigy…not really

You end up having a bunch of blue-collar types. They’re all real hard working because they know they wouldn’t be picked in the top 10 of the draft. Among them, you have a real stand out. But not because he is a fantasy dream, pulling down 25, 7, 7 on a nightly basis, but because he works the hardest and believes in YOU, the coach, the GM and as a regular joe. He is not scared of other teams simply because he knows your game plan will work. Everyone just has to do what they’re told. So you send him up against the opposing teams best players for defense. To him, he’s just carrying the boss’ orders. You expect him to get everyone involved on offense and still score. You use him as an example of work ethic to the other players. And its working, the other players like him and listen to you even more so cause they all respect and like him. And you love the kid because he doesn’t complain. He just jumps as high as you ask him to and does it right away. So you make him captain and the team gels. Your Pokemon are getting stronger under your guidance and make it into the playoffs. Next year, you’ll go farther if this keeps up. We’re talking multiple championships.

Your Problem

The next season something happens to your captain. For whatever reason, maybe even purely psychological, but he doesn’t play the same way. He’s scared and can’t execute. You reaffirm him of your belief in him, about the other players’ belief in him. But nothing is working. He can’t shake it and the season is a bust.

Your Decision 

Remember, wins means more ticket sales. Championships means more national/international exposure for the team. More exposure means TV contracts, more jersey sales and a whole lot more revenue.

(We’re not trying to arrive at a right or wrong, we just want people to give their thoughts and reasons behind it. You do not have to have everyone answer every single question.)

1. As a coach what else can you try to do? Give him a lessor role? Name another captain? Keep him as captain?

2. As a GM, what else can you do? Trade him? Cut him to save on cap space?

3. Would the owner of the team approve of your decision, or could? Could you lose your job if you don’t give him more immediate results? 

Personal question

1. Name someone you know that had the chance of giving up on you, but didn’t. What was the end result?

Optional bonus question – Name a time YOU felt like quitting on someone, but didn’t. What was the end result?
What God did 

(1Kings 17-19, you must have read ahead of time. Passage is not to be read during devos. Its up to you to elaborate because of your knowledge of the passage)
God had a very similar situation with a guy named Elijah. Simply because Elijah believed in God wholeheartedly and listened to Him, great things happened (use your discretion on what the “great things” were). Then Elijah failed miserably because he was scared of somebody.  And then God had him continue on with His work…

-When God chooses you to do His work, it doesn’t matter if you’re up to it. You’ll be most successful by being willing

-God will overlook past failures even when those failures happened as a result of your lack of faith

-God will NOT guilt you into action. 

-Elijah’s failure only reveals how loyal God is to completing His work through him

-Real life potential parallel: Dave Robinson to Tim Duncan

-God’s feelings about you is not based on your reputation to other people. 

-Even though you poorly represented God, He is will continue to back you. He will NOT quit on you when you believe in Him

The finale

Jeremiah 29:11
