Humble

Scenario:

Imagine you were the General Manager for the Golden State Warriors and you brought in a player named Lebron Sprewell who put up a consistent quintuple-double every night. Standing at 7 foot 10, this franchise player would guarantee your team a victory every night and championship as well. However, there was a catch to this sweet deal; he was a very immature and cocky player that believed he was the center of the team. He knew how skillful and valuable he was, so everything on the court had to be his way. This player had a poor attitude that readily crushed his teammates’ morale if they made a mistake on the court. The coach of the team confronted him about his poor attitude, and so he choked the coach. As a result, the commissioner of the NBA decides to suspend him for two years, and fines him ten million dollars after the incident. Two years later, there is a new head coach and you have the opportunity to resign Lebron Sprewell once again.  He certainly is not his former self in skills, but seems to have had a change of attitude. 
Question:  As the GM, would you still bring him back despite knowing his tainted past?

Sharing Question:  Name a time that you had to team up with someone to do something (a project, a game, etc.) who was very good at it, but also very arrogant at the same time.  How did he make you feel?  If you were given the chance to work with this person again, would you do it again?

Lebron Sprewell is very similar to the biblical character Saul, who thought of himself as better than others. Just as Lebron, Saul would readily hurt others; he persecuted Christians in order to have them arrested and killed. One day, he was suddenly blinded by a bright light and God spoke to him, giving him instructions to redeem himself so that he would be able to see again. Lebron in the same way was “blinded” as he was fined and suspended from the league for two years, and had time to reflect about his past actions. In the end, God gave Saul another chance to turn his life around instead of continuing the punishment. In the same way, if God was a GM, he would let Lebron have another chance to rebuild his relationship with the team, rather than permanently dissociating from him.  But we must humble ourselves and not think too highly of ourselves (Rom 12:3) in order to be on God’s team.  We cannot win or get into Heaven by our own might and skills.  We cannot do everything by ourselves even though we try.  We need God’s help, and God will only help if and when we humble ourselves.

James 4:10 states “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.”
