Got Mercy?

The best thing when playing a basketball game against the team that pummeled you last time is to not only beat them, but run up the score. Of course they deserve it, right? After all, we’re just giving them the same treatment that they gave us.  Imagine that you find yourself with that opportunity, as you have a considerable lead against the team that stomped on your team and continued to add insult to injury.  
Sharing Questions

1.  It is the end of the first quarter and your team is up by 30; the other team is at your mercy. You have an opportunity to make the enemy suffer or to show mercy.  What do you do? Mercy or no Mercy, that is the question…
2.  Share a time you have shown someone mercy or a time you did not show mercy. Why?
God’s Response

A similar story happened in the Bible, in the book of Jonah. God told Jonah to go preach to the people of Ninevah, who were notorious for being wicked people. He was to tell them that if they did not repent of their sins, God would destroy their city. But Jonah did not listen, instead he ran away. Jonah was not afraid of the people of Ninevah. The reason why he did not go to Ninevah is because he knew God was gracious and merciful and would forgive the people if they repented. For some reason, Jonah did not want these people to be forgiven, but destroyed. So what did God do? God had a giant fish eat Jonah until he prayed to him. Then the fish spat him out. Then Jonah grudgingly went and preached to the people of Ninevah. The people repented and God spared them.
Conclusion

The point of the story is this. God is in control of all things and he is in a way figuratively speaking, Jonah’s leader or coach. God decides the best thing to do, not Jonah. Jonah wanted to see them get what they deserved – even if it was death, yet God wanted to show mercy. However, God is not a soft, docile being. He means business when one disobeys him. God demonstrated this when He had Jonah eaten by a fish. So in terms of being a coach, God will be gracious to others as well as stern and will not hesitate to discipline his own players. How it will look like? It can vary. But one thing is for sure: God is just, gracious and merciful.
Do you need God’s mercy?  Or do you think that God could not be merciful to you because of something you have done or are still doing?  Don’t underestimate God’s mercy! He loves us and has shown mercy to us even before we decide to love Him (can you imagine dying for someone who is currently offending you?).   This is what Paul – who massacred Christians – had to say about God’s mercy.
1 Timothy 1:15-17
 15Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst. 16But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.
Romans 5:8
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Psalm 116:1
I love the LORD, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy.
Matthew 5:7
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Luke 1:50
His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation.

