Friendship League 2010 Lesson

Practice?  We’re talking about practice man!

Situation: You are the coach of an NBA basketball team.  You have a superstar on your team.  He is a perennial star in the league and is posting up MVP type numbers.  However, he has been missing practice lately.  When asked about it he responded that practice is not important because he gives his all during the games and his stats should speak for themselves.  You have asked him repeatedly to attend practices but he continues to not show up for a month now.  What do you do?

Some questions to consider:

· Does it matter whether or not he practices since he is producing when it counts?

· Do you think his teammates care that he does not attend practice?

· As a coach, is partial obedience enough for you?

Sharing Questions

· When have you given someone instructions and they did only part of it?  Were you satisfied with the results?  Were you satisfied with that person’s effort?

· When have you been given a task and you only completed part of it?  Was it acceptable?  Why did you only complete part of it?

God’s Response:  I Samuel 15:1-11

God had a similar situation to handle in the Old Testament.  God had anointed Saul as the first king of Israel.  Saul was an all-star among the people of Israel.  In fact, I Samuel 9:2 describes Saul as an “impressive young man without equal among the Israelites – a head taller than any of the others.”  Saul was a fierce warrior and commander and won many battles for his people.  

Then God gave Saul a mission to destroy the Amalekites, an enemy of the Israelites.  God gave Saul specific instructions to completely destroy everything, including every person and animal.  So Saul assembled the army and defeated the Amalekites but he spared Agag their king and saved the good and healthy cattle.  Saul explained that he had carried out the mission successfully by defeating the Amalekites.  He saved the good cattle so that it could be sacrificed to God as an offering.  

However, God did not approve of Saul’s actions.  God knew Saul had won the battle, but what was more important was Saul’s mindset.  Saul had disobeyed God by keeping the good plunder.  His selfish actions showed that he was not fully obeying God.  Yes, he did complete a large part of the task but partial obedience is disobedience.   God desires total obedience from His people, not a subjective obedience where we choose which command to obey and when we feel like obeying them.  God was displeased with Saul and eventually rejected him as king and anointed another man named David.  
Conclusion: 
It is safe to say that God would not tolerate a player who did not attend team practices.  God would have a punishment for that player, much like how He punished Saul for his disobedience.  God looks not only at the action itself, but the attitude and intention behind it.  A star player who produces in games is great, but God also sees the selfishness of that player and how he is not a cohesive part of the team.  This could lead to more disobedience besides just practice, and it also sets a terrible example for the rest of the team.    God values obedience and wants players who will follow Him completely and wholeheartedly in every game, every play, and even every practice.  

Some Food For Thought:

· If you are a follower of Christ, are there any areas of your life where you are disobedient?  Are there certain things that God asks of you that are particular difficult?  

· If you do not know God, here is something to think about.  God desires to have a personal relationship with you.  Like any relationship, there must be trust between both people.  God is asking us to trust Him fully with our lives by obeying all of His commands.  Why should we?  Well, like any player on a team, you trust the coach that by obeying his instructions and directions that he can bring out the best in you as a player and eventually win a championship.  God offers the same promise to the players on His team.  God offers an abundant and fulfilling life here on Earth along with eternal life with Him in heaven.  God loves you and wants you to be on His team so He can give these blessings to you but He asks that you are committed and obedient to Him.  

 “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord?” 
I Samuel 15:22

