Chapter 5- Seeing Life from God’s View
Icebreaker: IQ test

Sharing Question

1. What is a metaphor that describes your life up to this point? Example: roller coaster- lots of ups and downs, party- having good times and doing what you want you to do. 

2. In school, how did you prepare in order to pass an exam?

3. Have you ever been entrusted with something really important?

4. What do you want to accomplish in life?

Bible Verse

From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked- Luke 12:48b
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will- Romans 12:2

Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. Luke 16:10a
Objective
Many of us have different ways we approach life which has led to unique experiences that no one else has been through. Our view on life shapes our character and behavior whether it is like a race where you try to accomplish many things as quickly as possible or like a chess game where each decision must be thought out carefully.
God also has a view on life which is:

· Life is a test

· Life is a trust

· Life is a temporary assignment

God’s view that life is a test is based on our responses to things such as conflicts, trials, successes, disappointments, and criticism. But He is not testing us just to test us. He tests us to see our reactions, develop our character, and have us depend on Him. He will never test us beyond what we can handle and reward us when we pass them.

God’s view that life is trust is based on what God has given us and how we use these blessings. He has entrusted all of us with things such as wealth, intelligence, relationships, etc. But how do we use these things that he trusts us with? Do we think we deserve these things through our own hard work and give glory to ourselves?  Even professional athletes on TV sometimes praise God for allowing them to be able to play their sport. They realize that they are fortunate to be blessed with physical capabilities. If our mind set changes from everything is earned by us and no one else to God has given us everything, we will learn to value and use them for towards God’s purpose. 

Application

Taking an IQ test won’t prove we’re intelligent or say that we should be successful in life. But by viewing life as a test from God, which deepens our character, and trust, which causes us to treasure these things, then will we begin to find purpose in life. 
Would your perspective on life change if you knew there was more after your time on earth (personal application to captains)?

The times when you face trials is God’s way of building your character, so that one day, He is able to trust you with things in Heaven

